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BACKGROUND
In accordance with the California Fair Political Practices Commission mandates, costs associated with RAF Recognition 
Events (e.g., lunches, receptions, etc.) are treated as solicitation costs. As a result, C.A.R.’s four political action 
committees (CREIEC, CREPAC/Federal, CREPAC (LCRC) and IMPAC (local IMPAC)) collectively, the “PACs,” are 
responsible for covering or reimbursing costs associated with organizing such RAF Recognition Events in proportion 
with the allocation determined by C.A.R.’s counsel. This means that a portion of the costs must be borne by CREPAC/
Federal and CREIEC. Therefore, it is within the purview of PAC leadership to review and approve any updates that 
impact C.A.R. policies regarding these events.

RESOLUTION
Adopted 1/15/2018 the approval and reimbursement of RAF Recognition Events as follows:

1.	 RAF Recognition Events held by a local Association either individually or collectively, shall not exceed 10% of 
the RAF amount raised by the local Association in the preceding calendar year. This policy applies to all RAF 
Recognition Event(s) even if there are sufficient local IMPAC or LCRC funds to cover the costs, since the costs must 
come proportionally from the respective PACs to which the RAF contributions were deposited.

2.	 If the projected costs of an RAF Recognition Event are anticipated to exceed 10% of the RAF amount raised by the 
local Association in the preceding calendar year, the local Association will not receive approval and cannot hold 
the RAF Recognition Event.

3.	 All costs must be approved in advance by C.A.R. staff for all RAF Recognition Events. Approved costs will be 
allocated to and reimbursed from each of the C.A.R.-affiliated PACs as required by law. The portion allocated to 
CREPAC and IMPAC will be reimbursed from local allocations in those PACs (i.e., LCRC and local IMPAC funds). The 
portion allocated to CREPAC/Federal and CREIEC will be borne by those PACs.

4.	 If a local Association holds an RAF Recognition Event that was not approved, either because it was not submitted 
for approval or because the costs exceed the thresholds set forth in this policy, the costs must be reimbursed from 
the PACs by the normal allocation. Therefore, for such non-approved events:

a.	 The CREPAC Trustees shall be notified each time a local Association holds an event without approval and may 
take further action, if they choose.

b.	 The portion of costs allocated to CREPAC and IMPAC will be reimbursed from local allocations in those PACs, 
as provided above, and

c.	 The portion of costs allocated to CREPAC/Federal and CREIEC will be reimbursed by those PACs in 
accordance with law, but the Association will forfeit an equal amount from their local CREPAC and IMPAC 
allocation to the non-local allocations in those PACs. The precise ratio of the forfeit will be determined by 
C.A.R. staff, and may take into consideration the available local allocation amounts, legal requirements or 
any other factor. If there are not sufficient local allocations in those PACs at the time of reimbursement, the 
local Association will be required to allocate funds to those PACs until the required forfeiture is met.

d.	 RAF Staff will provide an activity report to CREPAC staff for the Fall Business meetings each year, so that the 
CREPAC Trustees may have a summary report of recognition events held for that year.

NOTE: RAF Recognition/Reception Events at which contributions are requested are treated as fundraisers and 
are subject to fundraiser rules and policies.
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QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Edwards at 

916-492-5211 or lisae@car.org.

RAF RECOGNITION POLICY EXAMPLES

EXAMPLE #1 :  PETITE CATEGORY
A local association raised a total $4,088 
in RAF contributions for 2017. 10% or $409 
are available to use towards a recognition 
event(s), or a commemorative award(s) at 
the local association discretion. Bottom 
line...cannot exceed $409. 

EXAMPLE #2 :  L ARGE CATEGORY
A local association raised a total of $80,197 
in RAF contributions for 2017. 10% or $8,020 
are available to use towards a recognition 
event(s), or a commemorative award(s) at 
the local association discretion. Bottom 
line...cannot exceed $8,020. 

RAF RECOGNITION EVENT RESTRICTIONS

Do not ask for any contributions at any type 
of recognition event! It is a thank you event 
for their contribution!

Affiliates or vendors cannot help with the 
costs for recognition events. The Association 
must pay for all costs for the event and 
the costs are reimbursed by the PACs as 
described on the opposite page.

REMINDERS...
All costs must be approved by C.A.R. staff.

The goal is to have a great event and if the Association chooses 
to provide a commemorative award that the price can sustain 

for those years when you may not have funds to spend.
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